
Defining Municipal Water Use Categories 
Category Description Examples 
   
1. Single Family 
 

Residential properties with 
single family occupancy 

Detached houses 

   
2. Multi Family 
 

Housing for multiple 
families 

Apartments, Mobile home 
parks 

   
3. Commercial 
(NAICS 62,71,72,81,92) 

Entities using water as part 
of business processes. 

Service industries, office 
buildings including medical 
and dental, car wash, hotels, 
restaurants, large venue 
stadiums 

   
4. Industrial 
(NAICS 21-23,31-33) 

Process designed to convert 
a product of lower value to 
higher value.  Includes 
power production but not 
irrigation 

Construction, 
manufacturing, mining, 
quarrying, and oil and gas 
extraction 

   
5. Irrigation (potable) Landscape water usage for 

aesthetic purposes 
Irrigation water not athletic 
fields or parks 

   
6. Institutional  
(NAICS 61,62,92) 

Entities intended to house 
people for non permanent 
residential purposes 

Universities, Schools, 
Hospitals, Nursing homes, 
Prisons 

   
7. Public/Recreational 
(NAICS 71) 

Spaces metered for public 
or recreation use, squares, 
parks, public aesthetic 
needs.  

Athletic fields, public parks, 
fountains, theme parks, 
zoos 

   
8. Wholesale Sale of municipal water to 

other entities intended for 
resale 

Municipalities, MUDs, 
PUDs 

   
9.Reuse Direct/Indirect, 
Recycled 

Entities using recycled/ 
reclaimed water 

Golf courses, non-potable 
irrigation, manufacturing 

   
10. Un-metered/Un-
accounted 

Difference between what is 
pumped at source and  
metered usage 

System leaks, flushing of 
water line 

 


